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Abstract 

During the past decade interest in tourism studies has been rekindled, 
energized by research into areas such as postcolonial studies and global studies. 
Recent studies highlight conflicts between globalization and nationalism, ethnicities 
and authenticities, as well as gender and colonial space, and reveal the ethical 
implications of the asymmetrical power dynamic of the tourist’s gaze and the native. 
This body of new research places the movement of human and material culture in 
the context of colonial and now, neocolonial environments, exploring mobility, 
diaspora, and tourism through the lens of the colonial enterprise. In light of the 
politicization of space and the problematization of pleasure, neither the grand tour 
of monuments nor the private side trip of a personal nature can be viewed naively as 
just a simple jaunt.  
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Japanese colonialism played a major role in shaping East Asian modernity. The 
process of modernization (i.e. Westernization), filtered through Japanese imperial 
intentions, zigzagged through the linkage of cosmopolitan cities from Dalian, Seoul, 
Tokyo, Shanghai, Taipei, to British colonial Hong Kong. Through an examination of 
the interactions between these colonial cosmopolitan cities, one can understand the 
dynamic of the circulation, assimilation, and transformation of a modernity 
mediated by colonial power.  

This paper looks at the Japanese literary constructions of Taiwan from the late 
19th century to the postwar period by delving into various genres of travel writing 
and the popular mystery novel in Taiwan. Using materials such as Tokugawa  
hy ry ki , colonial narratives, and the postcolonial detective genre, the paper 
looks at the Japanese constructions of Taiwan from the late 19th century to the 
postwar period. It assesses how the image of Taiwan was appropriated to suit the 
larger ideological landscape of the empire. 

KEY WORDS colonial encounter, mobility, diaspora, politicization of space, 
colonial cosmopolitanism 



61 

 
 

 

 

 

postcolonial

authenticities

Blunt and Gillian, 1994; Smith and Duffy, 

2003; Hall and Tucker, 2004; Hooper and Youngs, 2004; Siegel 2002, 2004

Diaspora

 

Emma Jinhua Deng



62  

 

1

2 

                                              
1 

1998  
2 53-68  



63 

 

David Spurr

1993

 

 

 

1895 1945
3

 

                                              
3 Faye Kleeman, Under an Imperial Sun Japanese Colonial Literature of Taiwan and the South 

(Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2003). 



64  

1876 1914

1900 1906 4

5

 

6  

                                              
4 1886

1993 335-341  
5 1942

Peter B. High
1995 398  

6 1967 107  



65 

 

7

 

                                              
7 William Smith Clark 1862 1886 1876

 



66  

 

 

1892

 

8

1751 1764

                                              
8 

1892 67-93  



67 

 

 

72  

 

74-75  

 

9

                                              
9 

 



68  

 

 

 



69 

 

 

10 

11

12

                                              
10 1874 10 31 10000

 
11 Deng, Emma Jinhua, Taiwan's Imagined Geography: Chinese Colonial Travel Writing 

and Pictures, 1683 1895. Harvard East Asian Monograph (Cambridge: Harvard Asia Center, 
2004: 81)  

12  



70  

 

2001 15

——

13 

14

1870 1947 1899

15 1871

1943

                                              
13 

Napier 1996 Ivy
1995 Kawamura Kunimitsu 1990 Matsuyama Iwao
1993

Gerald Figal
Gerald Figal 1999 fushigi

 
14 Ching, Leo T.S., Becoming“Japanese.” 

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001: 158-60). 
15 

2001 134-152  



71 

 

 

16

 

1908 1999

1935 1938 1939 1940

1940 1942 1935 1936 1981

1943

17 1940

                                              
16 

2005 202-204  
17 

1998 359-436  



72  

1942

 

18

 

19

20 21

                                              
18 375-385  
19 

6 1920 30
185-213  

20 Kleeman 2006  
21 

 



73 

 

 
 

 

22 1943 1959

1943

1946
23 

 

                                              
22 4.1 1943 12 119-131

1999 263-275  
23 Taiwan mono

 



74  

 

24 

 

 

1 2

3

                                              
24 

263  



75 

  

 

 

 

 



76  

 


