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Abstract

This article surveys the documentaries produced since the 1990s on transgender
subjects in Taiwan to propose a preliminary periodization of transgender film history
and to examine the modes of representation and reflection of transgender subjects. It
argues that the development of transgender documentaries in Taiwan illustrates an
evolving identity process and narrative strategy, which this article terms “from
ambiguity to affirmation” and divides into three periods: the embryonic stage (1995-
2005): characterized by playful and exploratory portrayals of ambiguous sexualities;
the steady state (2006-2018): when documentaries became a crucial medium for
individuals to express and reflect themselves; and the post-same-sex marriage / post-
COVID period (2019-2024): marked by a narrative and visual breakthrough in

representing transgender men. In the first stage, most documentaries hovered around
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sexual ambiguity, often lacking clear identification of transness. In the second period,
documentaries began to feature transgender men and women as protagonists,
highlighting their struggles with “gender making.” These works also explored the
intersectionality of multiple identities such as class, race, gender and erotic spectrums
and the changing form of intimacy, especially with the presence of negative feelings,
to reveal the complexity of transgender lives. Following the 2019 passage of the Act
for Implementation of Judicial Yuan Interpretation No. 748 (commonly known as the
Special Law for Same-Sex Marriage), the development of transgender documentaries
entered a new phase. The number of the films centering transgender males increased
and they shared the common themes such as “awakening transgenderism” and
“cheerfully coming out.” This article emphasizes that while acknowledging the agency
of transgender individuals in shaping their gender identities, we cannot ignore the
hardship these subjects encounter in real life due to the attempt to cross the fixed
gender boundaries. By examining nearly three decades of documentary production,
this study aims to reflect critically on the activeness and limitation of the pride
discourse as a mainstream narrative framework. Through the archiving and analysis of
transgender film resources and history, this study will contribute to the step-by-step

construction of a Taiwanese transgender film discourse and historiography.

Key words: Taiwanese Transgender Documentaries, Transgender Narrative Patterns,

Transgender Drifting, Identity, Coming Out and Narrative Strategies
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