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Abstract 

Zhang Da-xiou (1906-1983) was a classical poet who rose to fame in Taiwan 

after World War II. In 2007, his family members published Letters to Green Island, 

revealing the distress that he had experienced as the father of someone who was 

subjected to the White Terror. This book comprises letters that Zhang Da-xiou mailed 

to his son Zhang Zhen-teng on Green Island. Knowing that his letters would be read by 

prison officers, their content embodied “self-discipline,” demonstrating his obedience 

to the prison officers while teaching his son about various matters. In addition, Zhang 

Da-xiou portrayed personal connections and thoughts that conformed to the ideology 

                                                 
* This project was part of the achievements attained in “An Intersection of Loyalist Condition 

and Landscape Writing”: A Study of Zhang Da-xiou’s “Tsui, Tsao-yuan Poems” performed by 
the Ministry of Science and Technology. (NSC 102-2410-H-150-013-) 
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of the prison officers. He emphasized his desire to reclaim mainland China in order 

to gain the trust of the prison officers so that the safety of his son could be ensured. 

In effect, Zhang Da-xiou was also a “prisoner” because of the self-discipline that he 

had to practice when writing the letters. However, the letters also facilitated spiritual 

healing. In the letters, family changes and descriptions of hometown scenes during 

Zhang Zhen-teng’s long imprisonment were stated, creating an image that induced 

spiritual healing. The book illustrates the sorrow of families in the face of the White 

Terror in addition to the hope that, despite miscarriages of justice, their families 

would be complete once more. 

Key words: Zhang Zhen-teng, Tsui Tsao-yuan, White Terror, prison literature, 

Taiwan classical poetry 
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